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Controversies regarding the digitalization and datafication
of democracy currently devel long two interrelated
axes; algorithmic infrastructu ensify and polarize
issues of public concern while algorithmic decision-making
is detached from citizen scrutiny and deliberation. The
ADD-project focuses on these sociotechnical dynamicsii
an effort to reconfigure the algorithmic organization of
data and strengthen digital democra% :
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Digital humanities 2.0

“l argue that to understand the contemporary born-digital culture and the everyday
practices that populate it — the focus of a digital humanities second wave — we need a
corresponding focus on the computer code that is entangled with all aspects of our lives,
including reflexivity about how much code is infiltrating the academy itself.”

(Berry, 2011: 4, emphasis added)
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p yborg.prototype.randomize function(list) {
randomTerm list[Math.floor(Math.random() (list.length))];
randomTerm;
}
yborg.pri ype. hymemeGenerate nction() {
amount this.randomize(quantity);
subjectl t o ] e(noun) ;
subject2 “ (noun)
action : (verb);




Analyse & Tal — www.ogtal.dk — Maj 2021

Angreb i den
offentlige debat pa
Facebook

Analyse & Tal F.M.B.A har med stotte fra TrygFonden udviklet den hidtil
mest avancerede dansksprogede algoritme til detektion af angreb i
den offentlige debat pa Facebook. Baseret pa assisteret maskinleering
og deep learning-teknologi er det nu muligt at kortleegge andelen af
hhv. angreb, anstadeligt og hadefuldt sprog i kommentarsporene pa
offentlige danske Facebooksider.
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The trouble with automated persuasion

e Automated decisions: Displacement of responsibility
* Personalized targeting: Reduction of diversity
* Opaque procedures: Limitation to reflexivity

* The transmission paradigm comes back with a vengeance - fear of overt persuasion whilst
constantly subject to covert persuasion
* ‘The closing of the rhetorical mind’




Alternative motor schemes for digital humanities

* Multiple ‘black boxes’ (Roberge & Seyfert, 2016) in need of interpretation (Neyland, 2015)

* Algorithms are organization (Lange, Lenglet & Seyfert, 2019)
* Algorithms are culture (Seaver, 2017)

e Algorithms are communication (Lomborg & Kapsch, 2020)

e Algorithms are figuration (Dahlman et al., 2021)




(Burke, 1962)
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The Cheater
The Master The Junk
Builder
The Pragmatist The Servant Empty Shell

Fieldwork

Founded Launch
Oct-17 Oct -18 (Dahlman et al., 2021)




Controversy mapping

What is the concern being raised? And who articulates it?

Thinking about
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Who articulates what positions?

 How does the controversy unfold?

(How) is the issue resolved? L R
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The potential of figuration
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Human-machine collaboration: Joint responsibility
Consideration of alternatives: Increased diversity
Open algorithmic procedures: Increased reflexivity

Conceptualizing ‘constitutive transmission’ (Ashcraft, 2021)
Cultivating ‘critical affect’ (Ashcraft, forthcoming)



Thank you!

And stay in touch:
w.algoritmer.org/www.algorithms.dk
enjust@ruc.dk
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